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APPARATUS FOR NANO STRUCTURE
FABRICATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a division under 35 U.S.C. §121 of U.S.
application Ser. No. 12/468,300 filed on 19 May 2009, now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,252,189, the contents of which are incorpo-
rated herein, in their entirety, by this reference.

BACKGROUND

Contemporary advances in nanotechnology have allowed
several types of nano materials to become widely available in
many different industries. The ability to measure and manipu-
late materials on a nanometer level now makes it possible to
recognize new nano materials with enhanced properties and
to thus broaden the application area of nano structures (e.g.,
nano wires) made with nano materials.

Typical nano materials may include small-molecule
organic and polymer semiconductors, and provide enhanced
electrical conductivity, good mechanical flexibility, low tem-
perature processability, inherent compatibility with plastics,
and the like. Accordingly, nano structures made of such nano
materials have been widely used for flexible and rigid dis-
plays based on light emitting diodes, electrophoretic inks,
polymer-dispersed liquid crystals, radiofrequency identifica-
tion tags and sensors, etc.

SUMMARY

Techniques and apparatuses for fabricating a nano struc-
ture are provided. In one embodiment, a method for manu-
facturing a nano structure includes forming a stamp having a
line pattern on a surface thereof, positioning the stamp upon
a substrate, forming at least one protruded portion in the
substrate substantially corresponding to the line pattern of the
stamp, forming a protective coating layer on at least a portion
of'the at least one protruded portion, and removing a portion
of the substrate by etching at least another portion of the at
least one protruded portion not covered with the protective
coating layer.

The foregoing summary is illustrative only and is not
intended to be in any way limiting. In addition to the illustra-
tive aspects, embodiments, and features described above, fur-
ther aspects, embodiments, and features will become appar-
ent by reference to the drawings and the following detailed
description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an illustrative embodi-
ment of a nano structure manufacturing apparatus.

FIG. 2 is an illustrative embodiment of a stamp having a
line pattern used in a nano structure manufacturing apparatus.

FIGS. 3A to 3C illustrate another illustrative embodiment
of forming a line pattern in a stamp.

FIG. 4 shows a perspective view of the stamp of FIG. 2
positioned on a substrate to form channel pores.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are illustrative views showing the rela-
tionship between pressure applied to the substrate of FIG. 4
and width of a line pattern contacting the substrate.

FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of the stamp of FIG. 2
positioned on the substrate of FIG. 4 with the channel pores
filled with an etchant.
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FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of the stamp of FIG. 2, and
a substrate having grooves and ridges thereon.

FIG. 8 shows a perspective view of the substrate of FIG. 7
having grooves with protruded portions coated with a protec-
tive coating layer.

FIG. 9 shows an example flow diagram of an illustrative
embodiment of a method for manufacturing a nano structure.

FIG. 10 shows a block diagram of an illustrative embodi-
ment of a computer/controller for controlling the operations
of the method illustrated in FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings, which form a part hereof. In the
drawings, similar symbols typically identify similar compo-
nents, unless context dictates otherwise. The illustrative
embodiments described in the detailed description, drawings,
and claims are not meant to be limiting. Other embodiments
may be utilized, and other changes may be made, without
departing from the spirit or scope of the subject matter pre-
sented herein. It will be readily understood that the aspects of
the present disclosure, as generally described herein, and
illustrated in the Figures, can be arranged, substituted, com-
bined, separated, and designed in a wide variety of different
configurations, all of which are explicitly contemplated
herein.

FIG. 1 shows a schematic diagram of an illustrative
embodiment of a nano structure manufacturing device 100.
As depicted, nano structure manufacturing device 100 may
include a stamp 120, a die 140, a mechanical processing unit
160, and a processor 180. Mechanical processing unit 160
may be configured to move and position a substrate (not
shown) using a processing procedure (e.g., etching, stamping,
etc.). For example, mechanical processing unit 160 may
include a robot arm (not shown) that is configured to move
stamp 120 in, for example, a vertical or a horizontal direction,
and position the same onto a surface of die 140 (e.g., pressing
stamp 120 onto the surface of die 140). Mechanical process-
ing unit 160 may include, without limitation, any moving
units including a robot arm, a motor, a conveyer belt and
combinations thereof.

Processor 180 may be configured to control the overall
operations of nano structure manufacturing device 100. For
example, processor 180 may be configured to receive input
from a user to operate mechanical processing unit 160, and to
display the operation status for the user’s reference. Processor
180 may include microprocessors, digital signal processors
(DSPs), microcontrollers, and the like. At least one system
memory may be embedded in or coupled to processor 180 to
store and operate software applications, including an operat-
ing system, at least one application program, and other pro-
gram modules for execution by processor 180.

Die 140 may be provided for placing a substrate (to be
processed) thereupon. Die 140 may be configured to hold the
substrate when stamp 120 is placed in contact with the surface
of'the substrate on die 140. Die 140 may be further configured
to mount the substrate when an etching process is performed
upon the substrate. Die 140 may be designed based on the size
of the substrate so as to secure the substrate when stamp 120
is placed in contact with the surface thereof. Stamp 120 may
be configured to present a predetermined amount of pressure
upon the substrate positioned on die 140 under the control of
mechanical processing unit 160. The amount of predeter-
mined pressure may be proportional to, e.g., the weight of
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stamp 120. Stamp 120 may be integrated with die 140 as a
single operating component of nano structure manufacturing
device 100.

FIG. 2 is an illustrative embodiment of stamp 120 used in
nano structure manufacturing apparatus 100. Stamp 120 may
include a base plate 202 and a line pattern 204. Base plate 202
may be formed to have a predetermined area substantially
corresponding to the size of a substrate upon which stamp 120
is to be placed (i.e., stamped). Line pattern 204 has corre-
sponding gratings to provide multiple parallel line structures
having one or more grooves and ridges. Line pattern 204 has
a wave-like cross-sectional shape that can vary according to
the design requirements/specification of the nano structure
that is to be manufactured using nano structure manufactur-
ing device 100 having stamp 120. Line pattern 204 has a
predetermined width “w” and pitch “p” that can be defined
according to the dimension/scale of the nano structure to be
fabricated using stamp 120. For example, the width “w” of
line pattern 204 may have a value that is determined based on
the width of the nano structure (e.g., nano wire), and the pitch
“p” of line pattern 204 may have a value that is determined
based on the space between the adjacent nano structures that
are to be manufactured using stamp 120 having line pattern
204. In some embodiments, the above predetermined width
“w” may range from about 10 nm (nanometer) to about 20
nm, from about 10 nm to about 15 nm, from about 15 nm to
about 20 nm, from about 10 nm to about 100 nm, from about
15 nm to about 100 nm, or from about 100 nm to about 1000
nm. In other embodiments, the predetermined width “w” may
be about 10 nm, 15 nm, 20 nm, 50 nm, or 100 nm. In some
embodiments, the above predetermined pitch “p” may range
from about 0.5 pm (micrometer) to about 1 um, from about
0.5 um to about 2 um, from about 1 um to about 2 um, from
about 0.2 um to about 1 um, from about 1 um to about 5 pm,
or from about 0.5 pm to about 10 um. In other embodiments,
the predetermined pitch “p” may be about 1 um, 0.5 pm, 2 um,
or 5 pm.

In one embodiment, stamp 120 may be manufactured by
using any of a variety of well-known holographic grating
techniques. For example, the holographic grating techniques
may include encoding holographic gratings on various non-
photosensitive materials such as silica glass plates, thereby
forming stamp 120 made of the non-photosensitive materials
and having line pattern 204 corresponding to the holographic
gratings. In the holographic grating techniques, for example,
two laser beams may be used to form a variety of periodic
nano-patterns (e.g., a one-dimensional wire array) by chang-
ing the energy density and the incidence angle of the irradia-
tion laser beams. It should be appreciated that various ranges
of'energy levels and properties (e.g., wavelength) of the laser
pulse may be used as known in the art. In this way, the
holographic gratings may be generated based on the interfer-
ence between the two laser beams and encoded on non-pho-
tosensitive materials such as the silica glass plates to thereby
manufacture stamp 120 having line pattern 204.

FIGS. 3A to 3C illustrate another illustrative embodiment
of forming a line pattern (e.g., line pattern 204) in a stamp
(e.g., stamp 120). In this illustrative embodiment, the stamp
having the line pattern may be manufactured by using a
fracture induced structuring (FIS) technique. Using the FIS
technique, an intermediate layer 302 may be positioned
between an upper layer 301 and a lower layer 303 (FIG. 3A).
Intermediate layer 302 may be made of a featureless thin film.
Upper layer 301 and lower layer 303 may be made in the form
of a planar plate. Intermediate layer 302 may be made of
various types of homo-polymers including, but not limited to,
polystyrene, poly methylmethacrylate, polycarbonate and the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

4

like. Intermediate layer 302 may have a thickness ranging
from about 30 nm to about 500 nm. Upper layer 301 and lower
layer 303 may be made of any substantially rigid flat substrate
such as a silicon wafer.

The FIS technique may include applying a coating of inter-
mediate layer 302 on lower layer 303, e.g., by using a spin
casting, and placing upper layer 301 on top of intermediate
layer 302 to form a layered structure including upper layer
301, and lower layer 303 with intermediate layer 302 ther-
ebetween. The layered structure may be pressed while heat-
ing to ensure good adhesion between intermediate layer 302,
upper layer 301, and lower layer 303. The layered structure
may be separated at an edge, thereby causing a fracture of
intermediate layer 302 (FIG. 3B). A razor blade or other type
of cutting member may be inserted at one edge of intermedi-
ate layer 302 to separate the two plates (i.e., upper layer 301
and lower layer 303) apart. As the fracturing propagates from
one edge of intermediate layer 302 to another edge, interme-
diate layer 302 may break into two substantially complemen-
tary sets of gratings 304 and 305 having the same period but
with nonsymmetrical shapes, one set on each of upper layer
301 and lower layer 303 (FIG. 3C). Each of upper and lower
layers 301 and 303 having gratings 304 and 305, respectively,
can serve as a stamp having a line pattern (e.g., stamp 120
having grated line pattern 204).

FIG. 4 shows a perspective view of stamp 120 positioned
on a substrate 420 to form channel pores 440 between stamp
120 and a surface of substrate 420. Substrate 420 may be
made of any semiconductor substrate including, but not lim-
ited to, Silicon (Si), Gallium Arsenide (GaAs), Silicon-On-
Insulator (SOI), GaAs/AlAs/SiGaAs, AlGaN/GaN/Si, and
the like. In other embodiments, substrate 420 includes a non-
semiconductor based substrate that is selected based on the
properties of the substrate material (e.g., flexibility, dimen-
sion, cost, durability, etc.). Stamp 120 may be moved and
positioned onto die 140 under the control of mechanical pro-
cessing unit 160 to place line pattern 204 of stamp 120 in
contact with the surface of substrate 420 disposed on die 140.
Placing stamp 120 on the surface of substrate 420 may apply
a gravity force on substrate 420 with a predetermined amount
of pressure (“pressing operation”). The gravity force applied
to substrate 420 may be determined, e.g., according to the
weight of stamp 120, and may be substantially proportional
thereto. As the weight of stamp 120 increases, the amount of
pressure applied to substrate 420 may be higher. In some
embodiments, a pressing unit (not shown) may be configured
to press the top surface of stamp 120 so as to apply and control
the amount of pressure that is applied onto substrate 420.
Placing stamp 120 on substrate 420 with a predetermined
amount of pressure may allow the protruded portion of line
pattern 204 to contact the surface of substrate 420, thereby
forming channel pores 440 between line pattern 204 of stamp
120 and substrate 420. The shape or size of channel pores 440
may be determined according to various factors including, but
not limited to, the applied pressure, the perspective shape of
grated line pattern 204 and the like. As the predetermined
width “w” of line pattern 204 becomes wider (see FIG. 2), the
width of the protruded portion of line pattern 204 contacting
substrate 420 may become wider and the width of channel
pores 440 may become narrower. With a given line pattern, as
the amount of pressure applied to substrate 420 becomes
higher, the width of the protruded portion of line pattern 204
contacting substrate 420 may become wider and the width of
channel pores 440 may become narrower.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are illustrative views showing the rela-
tionship between the pressure applied to substrate 420 and
width of a line pattern (e.g., line pattern 204) contacting
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substrate 420. When higher pressure “P” is applied on line
pattern 204, a width “W” of line pattern 204 contacting sub-
strate 420 may become wider (as shown in FIG. 5A). When
lower pressure “P” is applied to line pattern 204, a width “W”
of line pattern 204 contacting substrate 420 may become
narrower (as shown in FIG. 5B). For example, pressure “P”
may be determined according to the gravity force applied by
the weight of stamp 120. Width “W” may range from about 10
nm (nhanometer) to about 20 nm, from about 10 nm to about 15
nm, from about 15 nm to about 20 nm, from about 10 nm to
about 100 nm, from about 15 nm to about 100 nm, or from
about 100 nm to about 1000 nm. In other embodiments, the
width “W” may be about 10 nm, 15 nm, 20 nm, 50 nm, or 100
nm.

FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of stamp 120 positioned
on substrate 420 with channel pores 440 (shown in FIG. 4)
filled with an etchant 620. A layered structure of stamp 120
and substrate 420 (as shown in FIG. 4) is immersed in the
etching solution with the layered structure tilted in such a way
that one end of the layered structure is dipped into the etching
solution while the other end of the layered structure remains
out of the etching solution (not dipped in the etching solu-
tion). The etching solution that is absorbed into channel pores
440 may serve as an etching agent (e.g., etchant 620) to
remove parts of substrate 420 that are not contacting with line
pattern 204. A securing device 622 may be used to retain the
layered structure together during the immersion process. In
this way, the etching solution may be absorbed into channel
pores 440 through capillary force so that channel pores 440
may be substantially filled with etchant 620. With channel
pores 440 substantially filled with etchant 620, etching is
performed upon the portion of substrate 420 contacting
etchant 620 (corresponding to the portion not contacting line
pattern 204), thereby replicating line pattern 204 on the sur-
face of substrate 420 (“etching operation™). The etching may
be performed by using any of a variety of well-known etching
process. The etching may be carried out within clean room
environments known in the art such as Class 1000 or Class
100 environments. Various types of etchant 620 known in the
art may be used depending on the design specification of nano
structures, e.g., according to the type of material of substrate
420. For example, etchant 620 may be made of any etching
solution including, but not limited to, KOH solution, tetram-
ethylammonium hydroxide (TMAOH) solution, NH,/H,O,/
H,O solution, phosphoric acid hydrogen peroxide (H;PO,)
solution, and the like. KOH solution and TMAOH solution
may be used for a Si substrate, NH,/H,O,/H,O solution may
be used for a SOI substrate, and H;PO,, solution may be used
for a GaAs substrate.

As shown in the perspective view of stamp 120 in FIG. 7,
line pattern 204 is replicated on substrate 420 so that substrate
420 has at least one depressed portion (“‘groove”) 720 and
protruded portion 740 (“ridge”). The width of groove 720
may be determined according to various factors such as the
shape of line pattern 204 (e.g., width “w” and pitch “p”), the
pressure applied to stamp 120 during the pressing operation,
and the like. As the predetermined width “w” of line pattern
204 becomes wider (see FIG. 2) or as the amount of pressure
“P” applied to substrate 420 becomes higher, the width “W”
of the protruded portion of line pattern 204 contacting sub-
strate 420 may become wider (see FIG. 2) and the width of
groove 720 may become narrower and the width of ridge 740
may become wider, thereby allowing the width of nano struc-
tures to be wider. In one embodiment, the width of groove 720
may range from about 0.5 pm to about 1 um, from about 0.5
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um to about 2 um, from about 1 um to about 2 um, from about
0.2 um to about 1 um, from about 1 umto about 5 um, or from
about 0.5 pm to about 10 pm.

In another embodiment, line pattern 204 may be replicated
on the surface of substrate 420 by using a printing technique
instead of using the pressing and etching operations described
above. Ink may be transferred onto a protruded portion of line
pattern 204 of stamp 120 by any of a variety of known meth-
ods, including direct inking, dipping into an ink tank, ink
spraying, and the like. For example, mechanical processing
unit 160 may be configured to move stamp 120 to dip the
protruded portion of line pattern 204 of stamp 120 into the ink
that may be formulated and/or designed to protect the surface
of substrate 420 from the etching. Stamp 120 may be pressed
against the surface of substrate 420 under the control of
mechanical processing unit 160 to print the ink transferred
onto a protruded portion of line pattern 204 on the surface of
substrate 420 at locations substantially corresponding to the
protruded portions of line pattern 204 (“printing operation”).
In this way, the ink that may block substrate 420 from being
etched may be deposited on parts of substrate 420 according
to the gratings of line pattern 204. When stamp 120 is sepa-
rated from substrate 420, an etching solution is applied on the
surface of substrate 420 so that substrate 420 may be etched at
locations in the surface of substrate 420 where no ink was
previously printed during the printing operation (i.e., areas
that are not protected by the ink). The ink that remains on
substrate 420 may be removed. In this way, parts of substrate
420 remain at locations in the surface of substrate 420 where
the ink has been printed by the printing operation, thereby
replicating line pattern 204 on the surface of substrate 420 to
provide substrate 420 having at least one groove (e.g., groove
720) and ridge (e.g., ridge 740).

FIG. 8 shows a perspective view of substrate 420 having at
least one groove 720 and at least one ridge 740 coated with a
protective coating layer 820. Protective coating layer 820
may be made of any material that is impenetrable by etchant
620 including, but is not limited to, Au, Ag, Pt, Ti, and the like.
The type of protective coating layer 820 may vary according
to the material of substrate 420 and the type of etchant 620. A
combination of two or more metals may be used to form
protective coating layer 820. For example, a metal (e.g., Pt)
may be coated onto the top and edge of ridges 740 to form
protective coating layer 820. A Pt metal may be deposited
using, e.g., e-beam evaporation, with one edge of substrate
420 held at a predetermined tilt angle (e.g., 45 degrees) to the
incident flux of Pt atoms (“oblique side coating”). The
oblique side coating is repeated by holding the other edge of
substrate 420 at a predetermined tilt angle (e.g., 45 degrees) to
the incident flux of Pt atoms. In this way, a top and an edge
portion of ridge 740 may be coated with protective coating
layer 820, as shown in FIG. 8.

Any of a variety of well-known etching methods may be
used to remove parts of substrate 420 that are not covered by
protective coating layer 820. The etching process may vary
according to the types of substrate 420 to be etched. For
example, an anisotropic chemical wet etching technique may
be used to etch substrate 420 made of GaAs in a phosphoric
acid hydrogen peroxide solution according to the mechanism
given in the reaction equation below.

GaAs+H;P0,+4H,0,—GaPO +H; AsO,+41L,0

The above reaction includes chemical oxidation of GaAs
by hydrogen peroxide, followed by removal of the oxidized
products by phosphoric acid. When the etching process com-
pletes, protective coating layer 820 may be removed, e.g.,
using aqua regia to produce an array of nano structures. In this
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way, the unprotected parts of substrate 420 are removed to
produce a thin nano structure. The thin nano structure may
include nano wire, nano platelet, nano ribbon, nano palates,
nano bars, nano tubes, and the like. The nano structure may
have width corresponding to the width “w” of line pattern 204
of stamp 120. For example, the width of nano structure may
range from about 10 nm (nanometer) to about 20 nm, from
about 10 nm to about 15 nm, from about 15 nm to about 20
nm, from about 10 nm to about 100 nm, from about 15 nm to
about 100 nm, or from about 100 nm to about 1000 nm.

FIG. 9 shows an example flow diagram of an illustrative
embodiment of a method for manufacturing a nano structure.
Inblock 910, stamp 120 having base plate 202 and line pattern
204 on the surface of stamp 120 is provided. Line pattern 204
has gratings to provide multiple parallel line structures having
one or more grooves and ridges. Line pattern 204 has a wave-
like cross sectional shape that can vary according to the
design requirements/specification of the nano structure thatis
to be manufactured by using nano structure manufacturing
device 100 having stamp 120. As shown in FIG. 2, line pattern
204 has a predetermined width “w”” and pitch “p” that can be
defined according to the dimension/scale of the nano struc-
ture to be fabricated using stamp 120. For example, width “w”
of line pattern 204 may have a value that is determined
according to the width of the nano structure (e.g., nano wire),
and pitch “p” of line pattern 204 may have a value that is
determined according to the space between the adjacent nano
structures that are to be manufactured through use of stamp
120 having line pattern 204. Stamp 120 may be manufactured
by using various techniques, including but not limited to
holographic grating techniques, fracture induced structuring
(FIS) techniques, and the like, as described above.

In block 920, stamp 120 is positioned substantially adja-
cent substrate 420 to form at least one channel pore 440
between stamp 120 and a surface of substrate 420. Stamp 120
may be moved and positioned on die 140 under the control of
mechanical processing unit 160 to place line pattern 204 of
stamp 120 in contact with the surface of substrate 420 dis-
posed on die 140. Placing stamp 120 on the surface of sub-
strate 420 may apply a gravity force on substrate 420 with a
predetermined amount of pressure (“pressing operation”).
The gravity force applied to substrate 420 may be determined,
e.g., according to the weight of stamp 120, and may substan-
tially proportional thereto. As the weight of stamp 120
increases, the amount of pressure applied to substrate 420
may be higher. In some embodiments, a pressing unit (not
shown) may be configured to press the top surface of stamp
120 so as to apply and control the amount of pressure that is
applied onto substrate 420. Placing stamp 120 on substrate
420 with a predetermined amount of pressure may allow the
protruded portion of line pattern 204 to contact the surface of
substrate 420, thereby forming channel pores 440 between
line pattern 204 of stamp 120 and substrate 420. The shape or
size of channel pores 440 may be determined according to
various factors including, but not limited to, the applied pres-
sure, the perspective shape of grated line pattern 204, and the
like. As the predetermined width “w” of line pattern 204
becomes wider (see FIG. 2), the width of the protruded por-
tion of line pattern 204 contacting substrate 420 may become
wider and the width of channel pores 440 may become nar-
rower. With a given line pattern, as the amount of pressure
applied to substrate 420 becomes higher, the width of the
protruded portion of line pattern 204 contacting substrate 420
may become wider and the width of channel pores 440 may
become narrower.

Inblock 930, etchant 620 is presented to channel pores 440
to form at least one protruded portion 740 and at least one
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depressed portion 720. A layered structure of stamp 120 and
substrate 420 (as shown in FIG. 4) is immersed in the etching
solution with the layered structure tilted in such a way that
one end of the layered structure is dipped into the etching
solution while the other end of the layered structure remains
out of the etching solution (not dipped in the etching solu-
tion). The etching solution that is absorbed into channel pores
440 may serve as an etching agent (e.g., etchant 620) to
remove parts of substrate 420 that are not contacting with line
pattern 204. A securing device (not shown) may be used to
retain the layered structure together during the immersion
process. In this way, the etching solution may be absorbed
into channel pores 440 through capillary force so that channel
pores 440 may be substantially filled with etchant 620. With
channel pores 440 substantially filled with etchant 620, etch-
ing is performed upon the portion of substrate 420 contacting
etchant 620 (corresponding to the portion not contacting line
pattern 204), thereby replicating line pattern 204 on the sur-
face of substrate 420 (“etching operation”). The etching may
be performed by using any of a variety of well-known etching
processes. Consequently, as shown in FIG. 7, line pattern 204
is replicated on substrate 420 so that substrate 420 has at least
one groove 720 and ridges 740. The width of groove 720 may
be determined according to various factors such as the shape
of line pattern 204 (e.g., width “w” and pitch “p”), the pres-
sure applied to stamp 120 during the pressing operation, and
the like. As the predetermined width “w” of line pattern 204
becomes wider (see FIG. 2) or as the amount of pressure “P”
applied to substrate 420 becomes higher, the width “W” ofthe
protruded portion of line pattern 204 contacting substrate 420
may become wider (see FIG. 2) and the width of groove 720
may become narrower and the width of ridge 740 may
becomes wider, thereby allowing the width of nano structures
to be wider. In one embodiment, the width of groove 720 may
range from about 0.5 pum to about 1 um, from about 0.5 um to
about 2 um, from about 1 um to about 2 um, from about 0.2
um to about 1 um, from about 1 pm to about 5 um, or from
about 0.5 pm to about 10 pm.

In block 940, protective coating layer 820 is formed on a
top and a side part of protruded portion 740 of substrate 420.
Protective coating layer 820 may be made of any material that
is impenetrable by etchant 620 including, but is not limited to,
Au, Ag, Pt, Ti, and the like. The type of protective coating
layer 820 may vary according to the material of substrate 420
and the type of etchant 620. A combination of two or more
metals may be used to form protective coating layer 820. For
example, a metal (e.g., Pt) may be coated onto the top and
edge of ridges 740 to form protective coating layer 820. A Pt
metal may be deposited using, e.g., e-beam evaporation, with
one edge of substrate 420 held at a predetermined tilt angle
(e.g., 45 degrees) to the incident flux of Pt atoms (“oblique
side coating”). The oblique side coating is repeated by hold-
ing the other edge of substrate 420 at a predetermined tilt
angle (e.g., 45 degrees) to the incident flux of Pt atoms. In this
way, a top and an edge portion of ridge 740 may be coated
with protective coating layer 820, as shown in FIG. 8.

In block 950, parts of substrate 420 that are not covered by
protective coating layer 820 are etched. Any of a variety of
well-known etching methods may be used to remove parts of
substrate 420 that are not protected by protective coating
layer 820. The etching process may vary according to the
types of substrate 420 to be etched. For example, an aniso-
tropic chemical wet etching technique may be used to etch
substrate 420 made of GaAs in a phosphoric acid hydrogen
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peroxide solution according to the mechanism given in the
reaction equation below.

GaAs+H;PO,+4H,0,—GaPO +1; AsO,+41,0

The above reaction includes chemical oxidation of GaAs
by hydrogen peroxide, followed by removal of the oxidized
products by phosphoric acid. When the etching process com-
pletes, protective coating layer 820 may be removed e.g.,
using aqua regia to produce an array of nano structures. In this
way, the unprotected parts of substrate 420 are removed to
produce a thin nano structure. The thin nano structure may
include nano wire, nano platelet, nano ribbon, nano palates,
nano bars, nano tubes, and the like. The nano structure may
have width corresponding to the width “w” of line pattern 204
of stamp 120. For example, the width of nano structure may
range from about 10 nm (nanometer) to about 20 nm, from
about 10 nm to about 15 nm, from about 15 nm to about 20
nm, from about 10 nm to about 100 nm, from about 15 nm to
about 100 nm, or from about 100 nm to about 1000 nm.

One skilled in the art will appreciate that, for this and other
processes and methods disclosed herein, the functions per-
formed in the processes and methods may be implemented in
differing order. Furthermore, the outlined steps and opera-
tions are only provided as examples, and some of the steps
and operations may be optional, combined into fewer steps
and operations, or expanded into additional steps and opera-
tions without detracting from the essence of the disclosed
embodiments.

FIG. 10 shows a block diagram of an illustrative embodi-
ment of a computer or a controller that can control the opera-
tions of the process illustrated in FIG. 9. As depicted, a
controller/computer 1000 is coupled to a process portion
(“fab”) 1010. Process portion 1010 includes a variety of pro-
cess chambers 1011 between which the substrate 420 is pro-
cessed using a robot mechanism 1012 to move a wafer. The
processing varies according to the depth/width of materials
that are deposited and then etched, the pattern being
imprinted and then etched using the above-described method.
Such processes include chemical vapor deposition, physical
vapor deposition, electro-chemical deposition, and reactive
ion etching (RIE), which are known for depositing and/or
etching specific materials within process portion 1010. Con-
troller/computer 1000 includes a central processing unit
(CPU) 1002, a memory 1008, support circuits 1006, and
input/output (I/O) circuits 1004. CPU 1002 may be a general
purpose computer that, when programmed by executing soft-
ware contained in memory 1008, becomes a specific purpose
computer for controlling the hardware components of process
portion 1010. Memory 1008 may comprise Read-Only-
Memory (ROM), Random Access Memory (RAM), remov-
able storage, a hard disk drive, or any form of digital memory
device. I/O circuits 1004 may include well-known displays
for the output of information while a keyboard, mouse, track
ball, or other input device can allow for programming of
controller/computer 1000 to determine the processes per-
formed by process portion 1010 (including the associated
robot action included in process portion 1010). Support cir-
cuits 1006 are well-known in the art and include circuits such
as cache, clocks, power supplies, and the like. Memory 1008
contains control software that, when executed by CPU 1002,
enables controller/computer 1000 to digitally control the
various components of process portion 1010. In another
embodiment, computer/controller 1000 may be analog. For
instance, application specific integrated circuits are capable
of controlling processes such as those which occur within
process portion 1010.
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The present disclosure is not to be limited in terms of the
particular embodiments described in this application, which
are intended as illustrations of various aspects. Many modi-
fications and variations can be made without departing from
its spirit and scope, as will be apparent to those skilled in the
art. Functionally equivalent methods and apparatuses within
the scope of the disclosure, in addition to those enumerated
herein, will be apparent to those skilled in the art from the
foregoing descriptions. Such modifications and variations are
intended to fall within the scope of the appended claims. The
present disclosure is to be limited only by the terms of the
appended claims, along with the full scope of equivalents to
which such claims are entitled. It is to be understood that this
disclosure is not limited to particular methods, reagents, com-
pounds compositions or biological systems, which can, of
course, vary. It is also to be understood that the terminology
used herein is for the purpose of describing particular
embodiments only, and is not intended to be limiting.

With respect to the use of substantially any plural and/or
singular terms herein, those having skill in the art can trans-
late from the plural to the singular and/or from the singular to
the plural as is appropriate to the context and/or application.
The various singular/plural permutations may be expressly
set forth herein for sake of clarity.

Itwill be understood by those within the art that, in general,
terms used herein, and especially in the appended claims
(e.g., bodies of the appended claims) are generally intended
as “open” terms (e.g., the term “including” should be inter-
preted as “including but not limited to,” the term “having”
should be interpreted as “having at least,” the term “includes”
should be interpreted as “includes but is not limited to,” etc.).
It will be further understood by those within the art that if a
specific number of an introduced claim recitation is intended,
such an intent will be explicitly recited in the claim, and in the
absence of such recitation no such intent is present. For
example, as an aid to understanding, the following appended
claims may containusage of the introductory phrases “at least
one” and “one or more” to introduce claim recitations. How-
ever, the use of such phrases should not be construed to imply
that the introduction of a claim recitation by the indefinite
articles “a” or “an” limits any particular claim containing
such introduced claim recitation to embodiments containing
only one such recitation, even when the same claim includes
the introductory phrases “one or more” or “at least one” and
indefinite articles such as “a” or “an” (e.g., “a” and/or “an”
should be interpreted to mean “at least one” or “one or
more”); the same holds true for the use of definite articles
used to introduce claim recitations. In addition, even if a
specific number of an introduced claim recitation is explicitly
recited, those skilled in the art will recognize that such reci-
tation should be interpreted to mean at least the recited num-
ber (e.g., the bare recitation of “two recitations,” without
other modifiers, means at least two recitations, or two or more
recitations). Furthermore, in those instances where a conven-
tion analogous to “at least one of A, B, and C, etc.” is used, in
general such a construction is intended in the sense one hav-
ing skill in the art would understand the convention (e.g., “a
system having at least one of A, B, and C” would include but
not be limited to systems that have A alone, B alone, C alone,
A and B together, A and C together, B and C together, and/or
A, B, and C together, etc.). In those instances where a con-
vention analogous to “at least one of A, B, or C, etc.” is used,
in general such a construction is intended in the sense one
having skill in the art would understand the convention (e.g.,
“a system having at least one of A, B, or C” would include but
not be limited to systems that have A alone, B alone, C alone,
A and B together, A and C together, B and C together, and/or
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A, B, and C together, etc.). It will be further understood by
those within the art that virtually any disjunctive word and/or
phrase presenting two or more alternative terms, whether in
the description, claims, or drawings, should be understood to
contemplate the possibilities of including one of the terms,
either of the terms, or both terms. For example, the phrase “A
or B” will be understood to include the possibilities of “A” or
“B” or “A and B.”

As will be understood by one skilled in the art, for any and
all purposes, such as in terms of providing a written descrip-
tion, all ranges disclosed herein also encompass any and all
possible subranges and combinations of subranges thereof.
Any listed range can be easily recognized as sufficiently
describing and enabling the same range being broken down
into at least equal halves, thirds, quarters, fifths, tenths, etc. As
a non-limiting example, each range discussed herein can be
readily broken down into a lower third, middle third and
upper third, etc. As will also be understood by one skilled in
the art all language such as “up to,” “at least,” and the like
include the number recited and refer to ranges which can be
subsequently broken down into subranges as discussed
above.

From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that various
embodiments of the present disclosure have been described
herein for purposes of illustration, and that various modifica-
tions may be made without departing from the scope and
spirit of the present disclosure. Accordingly, the various
embodiments disclosed herein are not intended to be limiting,
with the true scope and spirit being indicated by the following
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An apparatus for manufacturing a nano structure, com-
prising:

a stamp including a line pattern comprising a plurality of

protrusions;

a die configured to hold a substrate thereon having a sur-

face;

an etchant solution;

a mechanical processing unit configured to:

place the plurality of protrusions of the stamp in contact
with the surface of the substrate so that a plurality of
open channel pores are formed therebetween; and

position an assembly of the stamp and the substrate in
the etchant solution so that the etchant solution sub-
stantially fills the plurality of open channel pores,
wherein the mechanical processing unit includes a
securing device configured to retain the stamp and the
substrate together while positioned in the etchant
solution; and

a pressing unit configured to control a pressure applied to

the stamp to press the plurality of protrusions against the
surface of the substrate while the etchant solution sub-
stantially fills the plurality of open channel pores to
control a shape and/or a channel pore size of the plurality
of open channel pores.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the mechanical pro-
cessing unit is configured to control the applied pressure to
the stamp to controllably press the plurality of protrusions
against the surface of the substrate in order to control a size
and/or shape of a line pattern formed in the substrate by the
etchant in the plurality of open channel pores.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the line pattern of the
stamp comprises at least one polymeric material.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein mechanical process-
ing unit is configured to retain the assembly together when the
assembly is partially positioned in the etchant solution.
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5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the mechanical pro-
cessing unit is configured to tilt the assembly and place an end
of the assembly in the etchant solution.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the mechanical pro-
cessing unit comprises a robot arm, a motor, a conveyer belt,
or combinations thereof.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the pressing unit is
included in the mechanical processing unit.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the stamp, the die
holding a substrate thereon, and the mechanical processing
unit are configured to prevent application of etchant solution
on those surfaces of the protrusions of the stamp that contact
the surface of the substrate.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the etchant solution is
an etchant bath into which the mechanical processing unit is
configured to immerse at least a portion of the stamp and at
least a portion of the substrate into, while the protrusions of
the stamp are in contact with the surface of the substrate.

10. An apparatus for manufacturing a nano structure, com-
prising:

a stamp having a line pattern, the line pattern including a

plurality of protrusions;
a die configured to hold a substrate thereon having a sur-
face;
an etchant solution;
a mechanical processing unit configured to:
place the plurality of protrusions of the stamp in contact
with the surface of the substrate so that a plurality of
open channel pores are formed therebetween; and

position an assembly of the stamp and the substrate in
the etchant solution so that the etchant substantially
fills the plurality of open channel pores, thereby form-
ing a plurality of protruded portions in the substrate
that substantially corresponds to the line pattern of the
stamp, wherein the mechanical processing unit
includes a securing device configured to retain the
stamp and the substrate together while positioned in
the etchant solution;

a pressing unit configured to control a pressure applied to
the stamp to press the plurality of protrusions against the
surface of the substrate while the etchant solution sub-
stantially fills the plurality of open channel pores to
control a shape and/or a channel pore size of the plurality
of open channel pores; and

a deposition unit configured to selectively deposit a pro-
tective coating layer on the substrate adjacent to at least
some of the plurality of protruded portions.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the mechanical
processing unit comprises a robot arm, a motor, a conveyer
belt, or combinations thereof.

12. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the deposition unit
comprises an e-beam evaporation unit.

13. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the mechanical
processing unit is configured to control an applied pressure to
the stamp to controllably press the plurality of protrusions
against the surface of the substrate in order to control a size
and/or shape of a line pattern formed in the substrate by the
etchant in the plurality of open channel pores.

14. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the mechanical
processing unit is configured to retain the assembly together
when an end of the assembly is positioned in the etchant
solution such that the open channel pores are filled by capil-
lary forces.

15. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the mechanical
processing unit is configured to tilt the assembly and place an
end of the assembly in the etchant solution.
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16. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the mechanical
processing unit is further configured to perform an anisotro-
pic chemical wet etching to remove parts of the substrate not
protected by the protective coating layer to produce an array
of nano structures.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the array of nano
structures includes one of nano wires, nano platelets, nano
ribbons, nano palates, nano bars, or nano tubes, or combina-
tion thereof.

18. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the deposition unit
is configured to selectively deposit the protective coating
layer on only top and edge portions of the protruded portions
of the substrate.

19. An apparatus for manufacturing a nano structure, com-
prising:

a stamp including a line pattern comprising a plurality of

protrusions;

a die configured to hold a substrate thereon having a sur-

face; and
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a mechanical processing unit configured to:

place the plurality of protrusions of the stamp in contact
with the surface of the substrate so that a plurality of
open channel pores are formed therebetween; and

position an assembly of the stamp and the substrate in an
etchant solution so that the etchant solution substan-
tially fills the plurality of open channel pores, wherein
the mechanical processing unit includes a securing
device configured to retain the stamp and the substrate
together while positioned in the etchant solution; and

a pressing unit configured to control a pressure applied to
the stamp to press the plurality of protrusions against the
surface of the substrate while the etchant solution sub-
stantially fills the plurality of open channel pores to
control a shape and/or a channel pore size of the plurality
of open channel pores.
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